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Women in Real Estate
Cohen of M.C. O’Brien 

discusses balanced living
Karen Cohen

M.C. O’Brien 
Inc.

What is your favorite tip for balanced 
living?

That’s a hard question. I don’t think you are 
ever truly balanced. A supportive family and 
a supportive office are equally important for 

a balanced life. It’s not easy to work full time 
and take care of a family and run a household.  
Someone always feels like they are getting the 
short end of the stick from you, either your 
family or your office. As a woman in a mostly 
male industry women have different pressures 
than men. Family is a big part and so is trying 
to make time for yourself without taking away 
time from your job or your family.

Where would you like to be in 10 years?
I know this sounds boring but my hope and 

my prayer is that in 10 years I will be in the 
same place doing the same wonderful job. I 
absolutely love the real estate business!! You 
may call it my passion but I love what I do and 
I love the company I work with. M.C. O’Brien 
is like my family. I can’t imagine ever working 
anywhere else.

Wasiak of PCGNY Corp. details her biggest leadership challenge

Dorothy Wasiak

PCGNY Corp.

How do you and/or your firm use social 
media?

I believe LinkedIn is an excellent tool for 

every professional, which allows us to keep 
in touch with existing clients or business 
associates as well as to meet new prospective 
ones. Communication is a key to success in 
business therefore posting industry related 
updates is very important for anybody who 
wants to be noticed.

What is your biggest leadership challenge, 
other than the “glass ceiling”?

Glass ceiling is still the biggest challenge. 
Aside from that making women realize that 
we should work closer together to crack the 
ceiling is equally challenging. People have 
different personalities, goals and expectations. 
Communication as difficult it may be at times, 
is the key to achieve our goals.

Casañas-Judd of Me and Gen. 
Dsgn. discusses her career 
Cristina Casañas-Judd

Me and General 
Design

How do you and/or your firm use social 
media? 

We use the positive and fun aspects of it from 
Facebook to LinkedIn…it’s just another medium 
to share and learn. 

What is the most daring thing you’ve done 
for your career? How did it turn out for you?  

I left a successful film industry career to an 
unknown future in interior design. I created Me 
and General Design with my husband and it’s 
been the best decision yet.

Which project, deal or transaction was 
the “game changer” in the advancement of 
your career? 

When David Sigman of LCOR gave us the 
opportunity to showcase our talents in base 
building design at 250 N 10th street after suc-
cessfully redesigning 34 Berry and 25 Broad 
Street for them.

What do you consider to be the most suc-
cessful way to increase referrals? 

By doing your job well and creating a solid 
reputation…because people talk.

What is the BEST advice you have ever 
received? 

There are no rules or limitations to how far 
you can reach.

Cino of Tyga-Box Systems discusses biggest leadership challenge

Nadine Cino, LEED AP

Tyga-Box 
Systems, Inc.

How do you and/or your firm use social 
media?

 We plan to expand our use of social media 

to include Facebook and Pinterest. Currently, 
LinkedIn is my primary source.

What is your biggest leadership chal-
lenge, other than the “glass ceiling”? 

Our biggest challenge currently is staff-
ing up for hi-impact growth and launching 
our new product. That said, attracting the 
right people into our corporate culture of 
accountability, and in which everyone is a 
CEO – a “Customer Experience Officer” is 
a big undertaking.

What is the BEST advice you have ever 
received? 

“Speak your dreams into existence.”
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Thanks for joining our team, 
you are an invaluable asset to 

M.C. O’Brien, Inc. and our clients. 
Keep up the the good work!


